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the mission cause. The Algonkin and Montagnais
lads are exceedingly tractable and industrious, and
surprise their preceptor by their intellectual acumen
and quickness. There has been, however, much
illness among them; so the missionaries decide to
retain hereafter only a few of the younger boys.

The writer adds some interesting information in
regard to the superstitious beliefs current among the
aborigines—that each man has several souls; that
the souls of the dead must not be allowed to enter
the cabins of others; that sickness may be healed by
a solemn gambling bout. He mentions also some of
their customs —those connected with gambling; the
resuscitation of a dead man, by conferring his name
and responsibilities on another; and customs relat-
ing to marriage and burial. He closes his part of
the Relation by mention of the frightful mortality
caused among the savages of his district by the
smallpox epidemic,— which has begun also to attack
the French,—and the anxieties and labors thus laid
upon the missionaries and the Hospital nuns, who
labor to relieve the prevalent wretchedness.

The Relation of the Huron mission in this year is
sent by Jerome Lalemant, who, in the first two chap-
ters, given in the present volume, describes the
physical aspects of that region, and the tribes dwell-
ing therein; the difficulties attending the mission,
and the hopeful prospect. He enumerates the priests
who are laboring among the Hurons, and describes
their daily occupations, their plan of work, and their
intentions for the near future.

R. G. T.
Mabison, Wis., February, 1898,



